2011 Boating Regulations

1. Following are the boat registration requirements effective January 1, 2001 designated as the “Primary Boat Rule.”

a) Each property owner can designate up to two primary motor powered vessels and as many secondary vessels as desired.
b) All vessels must have a color sticker per the current policy but the primary color will be different from the secondary.

c) Primary Vessel Sticker Fees are $20 for each vessel. Primary vessels are allowed on the lake at any time.

d) Secondary Vessel Sticker Fees are $50 for each vessel. Secondary vessels are allowed on the lake at any time except on holiday weekends, or holidays or when Security Personnel designates the lake is too crowded and safety is at risk.

e) All non-gas/diesel powered vessels XE "vessels" , (sail boats, canoes, paddle boats, row boats, etc.) are not subject to the Primary Boat Rule or required to have a Beaver Lake sticker but must have lot numbers affixed to both sides of the boat and must meet all State boating regulations. XE "boat" 

 XE “vessels” 
f) The Board of Directors reserves the right to implement the Primary Boat if they determine that the lake is too crowded and requires restriction for safety reasons.

g) Secondary vessels used on the holiday weekends or when the “Primary Boat Rule” is in effect will be subject to fines or penalties.

h) Swim Platforms, inflatable trampolines, and other similar type floating devices are allowed on the lake without stickers but must meet coast guard safety regulations and be placed within 50’ of the shoreline XE "shoreline" .  Such devices require Board approval.  Swim platforms can be no larger than 8’ by 10’.
i) Private buoys are allowed on the main part of the lake but must be within 75’ of the shoreline XE "shoreline" .  Private buoys are not allowed in no-wake zones, i.e. in coves etc. 
j) No boat stickers will be sold until all currently due bills are paid in full.  Bills are normally due upon receipt by the payer.
k) No boat sticker will be sold until a zebra mussel certification is obtained by the person attempting to sticker the boat.

l) Vessels launched on Beaver Lake may be subject to an invasive species inspection by Beaver Lake Association employees.

2. All vessels will carry a current state registration and current Beaver Lake stickers with lot numbers clearly visible. The Beaver Lake stickers and lot numbers (as large as the state registration numbers) will be placed on both sides of the vessel to the rear. Boat stickers are due April 1st of each new year.
3. Boat traffic on Beaver Lake will proceed in a counter clockwise direction around the lake. Boats should stay at least 75 feet from shore.

4. The maximum speed limit on Beaver Lake is 45 mph per State regulation.  The speed is limited to 5 mph / no wake, from ½ hour after sunset until ½ hour before sunrise or when the street lights at the clubhouse are illuminated, whichever is more restrictive.

5. Buoys mean “No Wake Zones” and vessels except Law Enforcement on official business, must proceed at the lowest throttle speed.

6. When passing another boat, pass to deep water (to the left).

7. All boats must be equipped with all safety equipment required by state law. One fire extinguisher is required on each vessel along with a life vest for each person on the vessel. State and lake rule violations are subject to arrests and/or fines.
8. Standing or sitting with legs extended beyond the edge of a moving craft is prohibited. Only the operator is allowed to stand while the vessel is in motion for visibility reasons. No children under 12 are allowed aboard any vessel when not wearing a U.S. Coast Guard approved life preserver. The operator shall be held responsible for compliance.

9. No one under fourteen (14) years of age shall operate motorized vessels of any class at any time. The owner(s) shall be held responsible.

10. Air-propelled craft and hydroplane racing boats are not permitted on Beaver Lake.

11. Jet Ski boats and all like powered vessels must follow all boat regulations. Jet Ski boats shall not operate in a careless manner and be subject to the following special regulations:
a) Effective January 1, 2004, any person under the age of 18 years shall not operate any motor boat unless he or she has successfully completed a Boating Safety Course and is in the possession of a valid Boating Safety Certificate.

b) Zigzagging (radical turns) for the purpose of chasing wakes/waves or jumping such wakes or waves with a jet ski and all like powered vessels (“Jet Skis”) is prohibited on the Lake. All Jet Skis shall be operated a distance of no less than one hundred fifty (150) feet from other vessels, skiers, docks, shores.
c) Jet Ski maneuvers (i.e., donuts, cookies, etc.) which do not allow a forward progression are prohibited on the Lake on weekends and holidays. Jet Ski maneuvers shall be permitted on weekdays, however, such maneuvers are restricted to the larger coves between the mouth of the cove and the no-wake buoys. A map of the Lake outlining such areas is officially registered with the State and governs boating on Beaver Lake. If other vessels or water skiers are using such areas, then Jet Skiers must bypass such cove and proceed on in a counter clockwise progression to the next available cove. The duration of continued Jet Ski maneuvers in designated areas shall be limited to ten (10) minutes at which time the Jet Ski shall move to another designated area.
d) Jet Skies are permitted to pull skiers and tubes as long as the Lakes Rules are observed. The same requirements as boats (i.e. rear view mirror and orange flag signaling a down skier) will be required for Jet Skis.
e) Jet Skis are prohibited from using no-wake buoys and swimming buoys as targets or obstacle courses.

f) The Lot Owner shall be responsible for all activities and operation of his or her Jet Ski. Common sense should prevail in the safe operation of all Jet Skis. All Jet Skis shall follow the State of Nebraska safety regulations.
g) Wet Bikes are prohibited on Beaver Lake.

12. Absolutely no guest vessels will be allowed on the lake. In addition, property owners registering guest vessels in their name will not be permitted. If a non-Lot Owner’s name is titled with a Lot Owner’s name on any vessel, a letter or explanation must be provided to the board of Directors. The Board of Directors will determine whether or not the vessel, may be stickered and may request further proof of ownership.
13. Owners or immediate family shall be with the watercraft while in operation. Violation of this rule is subject to the trespassing laws of this state.

14. All vessels parked on access areas along the shore will be left at least one boat length from other boats. Overnight boat parking on Association boat docks is prohibited. No watercraft shall be parked on any lake access longer than a 24-hour period. No permanent parking of watercraft is allowed on any access area.
15. No boats will be allowed to park in front of the Clubhouse or in front of the sand beach. No property owner can park his/her boat on a privately owned lakefront lot unless he/she has permission from that owner.
16. The exhaust of every internal combustion engine used on any motorboat shall be effectively muffled in a reasonable manner. The use of cut outs or any similar noise making devices or unrestricted above water exhaust is prohibited.

17. All Nebraska and Coast Guard boating regulations shall be enforced.  Wake surfing or any activity where the skier is not attached to the boat by a ski rope is not allowed according to Nebraska regulations and is therefore not allowed on Beaver Lake.
18. All Required Equipment as stated in the Nebraska Boating Guide, shall be enforced by Beaver Lake/County Sheriff Law Enforcement
19. Size Limits Effective 18 March 1995

a) Pontoon Boats – 28’

b) Power Boats – 22’

c) Sailboats – 24’

d) Swim Platforms – 8’ by 10’

20. Boat lengths do not include swim platforms whether it is separately attached or molded into the boat.  For boats with molded platforms, the boat length will be determined as follows:

a) Measure the underneath side of the swim platform at the center of the boat from the stern edge of the swim platform to the transom.  

b) Subtract this measurement from the overall boat length, as determined by measuring the distance from the bow tip, excluding superstructure, to the same point on the stern edge of the swim platform used in step 1.

c) The result is the boat length from the bow to transom.


21. Houseboats, defined as any pontoon or flat bottomed boat with sides enclosed for the purpose of providing sleeping quarters, are not allowed on Beaver Lake.

22. Speeds exceeding 5 mph/no excessive wake are illegal at all times in or within 30 yards of any vessel, harbor, marina, landing XE "landing"  pier XE "pier" , fishing pier, anchorage or bathing beach.

23. It is unlawful to wake jump with a motorized vessel within 30 yards of another craft.

24. The Beaver Lake Security Chief has the authority to allow members to launch and test un-owned watercraft for 30 minutes providing the boat is in compliance with State and Local watercraft regulations, passes an invasive species inspection, and the member follows all Beaver Lake safety rules.  The requestor should contact the Managing Director or Beaver Lake Security, in advance, to set up a time for the test.

25. Flying water sport products that are advertised to fly or leave the water for an extended period of time or gain excessive height above the water, whether pulled or not pulled by a boat, such as kite tubes, flying rafts, parasails, etc., are prohibited.
26. Only Beaver Lake Association staff has the authority to allow contractors to launch vessels on the lake.  All vessels must be in compliance with state and local watercraft regulations, follow Beaver Lake safety rules, and must pass an invasive species inspection each time they enter the lake.
 Lake Law Enforcement 
1. Law Enforcement personnel boat patrol has the authority to stop unsafe acts and take necessary actions with violators.
2. Any person or persons driving a boat in a reckless manner that may endanger life, limb, or property, will be cited for careless driving by Lake Law Enforcement. 

3. Operating a vessel with a blood alcohol content of .08% or greater constitutes Boating Under the Influence (BUI) and carries a penalty of up to $1,000.00 fine, up to six (6) months in jail, and the loss of boating privileges for six (6) months. Refusal to submit to a chemical blood test will result in the same penalties as BUI.

4. Personal watercraft cannot, under any circumstances, be operated between sunset and sunrise.

5. Operation of vessels is prohibited within any area marked off or set aside as a prohibited area.
Water Skiing
1.   All skiers shall wear a life jacket at all times.
2. Water skiing is not permitted between ½ hour after sunset and ½ hour before sunrise, or when weather or lighting conditions make skiing dangerous.

3. All skiing will stop when lighting is close.

4. When skiing with two skis and one is dropped, the ski should be dropped away from the wind. This precaution helps other boaters and skiers from falling over skis or running over them with their boats.
5. Skiers shall stay a safe distance away from fishermen, swimmers, downed skiers, or other boaters.

6. All vessels, when pulling a person on skis, surfboards, or similar devices and not equipped with a wide-angle rear view mirror must have a responsible person, 12 years or older, as an observer in the vessel with the operator.

7. Every vessel including any buoyant device capable of being used as a means of transportation on water shall carry one U.S. Coast Guard-approved, Type I, II, III or V Life Preserver for each person on board. All such devices shall be in good condition and be so placed as to be readily accessible.

8. Orange Flag: Whenever a water skier, surfboarder, or any person engaged in a similar activity or associated equipment is down in the water, the operator or observer of the tow boat must display a hunter orange flag of a size not less than 12 inches square or at least 144 square inches. This flag must be visible 360 degrees.
9. All Nebraska and Coast Guard boating regulations shall be strictly enforced.
Required Equipment for Your Vessel

Boat

1. One(1) life jacket for every person on board.

2. One oar.

3. One fire extinguisher.

4. Mechanical sounding device.

5. Boat registration.

Jet Ski

1. Boat registration.

2. Life jacket must be on while the vessel is in motion.

3. Fire extinguisher.

4. Whistle must be accessible to operator.
