Zebra Mussels
A Eurasian species of mollusk, or clam, has invaded the Mississippi River basin, including waterways in Nebraska. Omaha’s Zorinsky Lake and the lake at Offutt Air Force Base have confirmed infestations. Other area waters may also be affected. 

Called zebra mussels, the clam smothers the shells of native species and competes with other suspension feeders, killing the fish that depend on those food sources. 

Zebra mussels are small, typically around one inch long, and they often but not always have yellow to brown dark and light stripes along the shell, which can be sharp. They attach to hard surfaces such as rocks, boats, boat engines, and pipes, and reproduce with few constraints.
Bring suspect mollusks to the office for identification. Don’t release them back into the water.

Mussels that attach to boats and trailers can be carried from one body of water to another. Their young, called veligers, are too small to view with the naked eye. Veligers may be transported with ballast and live wells, in bait buckets, and on plants and aquatic creatures. 

Once established, no known method of guaranteed eradication exists that would be suitable for our lake.

No known method of guaranteed prevention exists, either. But we can attempt to slow their spread. Here’s how. 

· Drain all equipment that comes in contact with water immediately after each use. Never transport any water from one body to another. 

· Inspect equipment and remove mud, silt, sand, and aquatic plants and animals after boating.
· Rinse boats and trailers with hot water a minimum 140 degrees for 10 seconds per area,  then pressure wash and/or dry equipment in non-humid surroundings for up to 30 days depending on temperature (cooler temperatures require longer drying times).

· Use motor muffs and hot water to flush mussels from engines. 

· Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash. 
· Apply anti-fouling paint or coatings to hulls and engine cooling systems. 

The Association has posted changes to the Handbook relating to zebra mussels, and we will continue to keep members informed about this important issue. 

Remember, slowing the spread of an invasive species depends on all of us doing our part. Let’s try to keep Beaver Lake free of zebra mussels.

For more information on zebra mussels, visit: http://snr.unl.edu/invasives/boater.htm. There is also information on the Beaver Lake Website, and atthe Beaver Lake office and boat ramp.
Zebra Mussel Certification Questionnaire  
See article on 
1. True or False? 

Zebra mussels are small clams, typically less than an inch long. Usually the shells have yellow to brown dark and light stripes. 
2.
Why are zebra mussels a problem?
A.
Zebra mussels smother native mussels and eat the food native fish and mussels need.
B.
Zebra mussels can clog pipes and boat engines.
C.
Zebra mussel shells are sharp and can cut bare feet.
D.
All of the above. 
3. How do people spread zebra mussels?
A.
In and on boats moved from one body of water to another without being drained (bilge, 
       live well, etc).
B.
In and on boating equipment moved from one body of water to another without proper cleaning (boat lifts, boat trailers, swim platforms, etc.).
C.
With bait buckets moved from one body of water to another.
D.
All of the above.
4. How can I help prevent the spread of zebra mussels and other aquatic invasive species?
A.  By draining all water from boats, live wells, and bait wells before entering a new body of   

      water.
B.  By never carrying water, fish, or plants, including water in bait buckets, from one body of  

      water to another.
C.
By thoroughly inspecting my boat's hull and trailer for zebra mussels, and removing them.
D.
By washing equipment with 140-degree water for 10 seconds per area, then pressure  

       washing and/or airing equipment for up to 30 days.
E.
All of the above.
5. Zebra mussels can be easily eradicated by which of the following methods?
A.
Natural predators
B.
Chemical treatments
C.
Draining
D.
Freezing
E.
None of the above
I have read and understand the potential effects of zebra mussels in Beaver Lake. I agree to abide by the Beaver Lake Association's recommendations on how to minimize the threat of a zebra mussel infestation.
Print Name __________________________________________ Lot Number____________________
Signature ____________________________________________Date ___________________________
** (In order to expedite the process, please complete and bring this questionnaire with you when stickering your first watercraft.)
